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New data released by the U.S. Census Bureau points to significant gains for women in access
to health insurance under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The ACA corrected longstanding,
discriminatory gaps in access to insurance coverage for women by expanding Medicaid
coverage, establishing marketplaces to shop for insurance and providing financial assistance
to make coverage affordable. The ACA also guaranteed coverage for a robust scope of
benefits, including maternity care, preventive care, mental health services, prescription
drugs and more. Nonetheless, as the data show, progress is still needed to ensure all women
have health coverage and persistent health disparities are eliminated.

Women’s Health Coverage
Overall, 89 percent of adult women (ages 18-64) in the United States had health insurance
in 2016. Most women are covered through one of the following three sources:
 Sixty-two (62) percent of women have insurance through an employer.
 Seventeen (17) percent of women are covered by Medicaid.
 Fifteen (15) percent of women purchase their own insurance on the individual market
(most of these through the ACA health insurance marketplace).
More than 1 in 10 adult women (ages 18-64) remained uninsured.

Women of Color and Health Coverage
Despite substantial gains in coverage, women of color continue to face persistent health
care disparities, including in access to health insurance for adult Black and Latina women
(ages 18-64).
 Twenty (20) percent of Latina women are uninsured.
 Twelve (12) percent of Black women are uninsured.
 Eight (8) percent of white women are uninsured.
 Eight (8) percent of Asian women are uninsured.
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Medicaid and Women’s Health Coverage
Medicaid is vital for the health of millions of women throughout their lives. Medicaid
provides coverage of essential health care including family planning, maternal health
services, nursing home care and more.
 Over 17 million adult women (ages 18-64) are covered by Medicaid.
 Nationally, nearly 1 in 5 adult women rely on Medicaid for their health coverage.

Data source: All data in this document were calculated by the National Partnership on
September 12, 2017, using the U.S. Census Bureau’s Table Creator tool and the 2017
Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement.
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